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Central Africa & Belgium:

Current perspectives on the colonial period.

Location:  Congress centre ‘het Pand’ (Onderbergen 1, 9000 Gent)

Room: ‘De Oude Infirmerie’

Date: November 7", 2014

Program

09h00-09h20: Welcome
09h20-09h30: Introduction

09h30-10h30: Session 1 : Colonial institutions and state-building in the Congo

e Bas De Roo (Universiteit Gent): «The trouble with tariffs. Colonial customs policy and the

unsteady balance between private and ‘public’ interests in the Congo basin (1886-1914).»

Discussant: Frans Buelens (Universiteit Antwerpen)

e Enika Ngongo (Université Saint-Louis): «Mutations des modes d’administration coloniale

(1908-1924). L'impact de la Premiere Guerre mondiale en Afrigue belge.»

Discussant : Guy Vanthemsche (Vrije Universiteit Brussel)

10h30-11h00: Coffee Break

For more information contact: bastiaan.deroo@ugent.be



https://www.ugent.be/het-pand/en/accessibility
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11h00-13h00: Session 2: Colonial practice and African agency in the Congo

o Benoit Henriet (Université Saint-Louis): «The elusive native: resisting colonisation through

mobility in the Lusanga concession, 1923-1941.»

Discussant: Gillian Mathys (Universiteit Gent)

e Pascaline Le Polain (Centre for Historical Research and Documentation on War and

Contemporary Society): «Justice et travail forcé au Congo belge pendant la seconde guerre

mondiale (1940-1945). Encadrement de |'effort de guerre sur le territoire de Libenge.»

Discussant : Nathalie Tousignant (Université Saint-Louis)

e Sven Van Melkebeke (Universiteit Gent): «Forced labor and rural agency in the coffee

plantation-economy of the Kivu in the Interwar years.»

Discussant: Piet Clement (independent researcher)

e Bérengeére Piret (Université Saint-Louis): «De la répression de la sorcellerie au Congo belge.

Approche législative et judiciaire.»

Discussant: Baz Lecocq (Humboldt Universitdt/Universiteit Gent) & Isabelle

Surun (Université Lille 3)

13h00-14h00: Lunch

14h00-15h00: Session 3: Exploiting and civilizing the Congo

e Pierre-Luc Plasmann (Université Catholique de Louvain): «L’Etat Indépendant du Congo et la

violence de masse. Bilan d’un sombre épisode colonial.»

Discussant: Berber Bevernage (Universiteit Gent)

For more information contact: bastiaan.deroo@ugent.be
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e Stephanie Kerckhofs (Katholieke Universiteit Leuven): «Farming in tropical Africa. Agricultural

science and agricultural knowledge networks in Belgian Congo (1910-1950).»

Discussant: Patricia Van Schuylenbergh (Koninklijk Museum voor Midden-Afrika)

15h00-15h30: Coffee break

15h30-17h00: Session 4: Colonial history through a different lens

e Hein Vanhee (Universiteit Gent/Koninklijk Museum voor Midden-Afrika): «Chiefs and the

question of legitimacy in colonial Mayombe (Lower Congo, DRC).»

Discussant: Inge Brinkman (Universiteit Gent)

e Dantes Singiza (Université de Liége): « ‘Hano mu ntambara tuli Abanyarwanda benshi’ : les

lettres des ‘tirailleurs’ rwandais de la Deuxieme Guerre mondiale aux périodigques

catholiques du Rwanda »

Discussant : Amandine Lauro (Université Libre de Bruxelles)

e Sandrine Colard (Colombia University) : «Photography and the anti-Leopoldian campaign»

Discussant: Gillian Mathys (Universiteit Gent)

17h00-18h00: Reception

For more information contact: bastiaan.deroo@ugent.be




